
DATE: November 14, 2014 

TO: Incoming Clinic Students 

FROM: Juliet Brodie, Associate Dean of Clinical Education and Director, Mills Legal Clinic 

SUBJECT:  Conflict Clearance and CA Bar Registration—Your Action Needed 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

We’re excited to welcome you soon to the clinical program! 

This memo provides details of two important matters that need action from you in time for your 
first day in the clinic. Failure to perform these actions will compromise your ability to start your 
clinic quarter.  

Conflict of Interest Clearance 

As you know, the Mills Legal Clinic (“MLC”) functions as a single, multi-department law firm. 
Like all law firms, we, and the attorneys affiliated with us, must comply with the Rules of 
Professional Conduct for Attorneys. The rules are available on the California State Bar website 
and are also referenced at Appendix B to the MLC Policies. In order to be certified as a 
practicing law student, you must read these rules. At the start of the quarter you will be asked to 
sign off on a form stating that you have read them, so please be sure to do so before the first day 
of the quarter. 

The rules require that every lawyer avoid engagements that would constitute a conflict of 
interest, including a possible conflict between a potential client and a former client of the 
attorney. See generally Rule 3-310. Specifically, under rule 3-310(E) an attorney may not, 
"without the informed written consent of the client or former client, accept employment adverse 
to the client or former client where, by reason of the representation of the client or former client, 
the member has obtained confidential information material to the employment." The California 
courts have interpreted this rule as barring an attorney from accepting employment adverse to a 
former client on any matter substantially related to the matter upon which the attorney worked 
for that client. 

By virtue of the imputation rules, these disqualification standards have implications not only for 
the attorney himself or herself, but for the entire law firm (i.e., in our context the entire clinic). 
There are, in many cases, ways to avoid disqualification by screening off the affected lawyer, but 
that can only be done if the firm knows about the conflict and immediately erects an appropriate 
screen. 

As you may have already experienced, to comply with these rules, it is necessary for a firm (or 
other organization providing legal services) to require that each of its incoming attorneys provide 
the firm with a list of all of the attorney’s prior clients. It is also typical to inquire of incoming 
attorneys about personal and/or family members' involvements in the judicial system that could 
be relevant to the attorneys' practice in the new firm. As a certified law student (more on that 
below), you are considered an attorney whose former clients must be considered for purposes of 
assessing potential conflicts of interest.  You are responsible for completing the Student Attorney 

http://rules.calbar.ca.gov/Rules/RulesofProfessionalConduct.aspx


Conflicts Report listing your former employers, clients and adverse parties as requested. By 
"your former clients," we mean the name of any client on whose matter you personally have 
worked. Please be aware that you are not asked to and you should not provide any confidential 
information on this form; you should complete it only with the non-confidential information 
about the representation that is requested on the form. 

Please complete the form to the best of your ability following the instructions carefully and 
email it to the legal assistant for your clinic (see list below).  Advanced clinic students need only 
provide updates from when last participating in clinic. Full and timely compliance is 
required. You will not be able to participate in your clinic unless and until these forms are 
submitted. If you have any questions, please email me at jmbrodie@law.stanford.edu or be in 
touch with Judy Gielniak at jgielniak@law.stanford.edu. 

• Community Law: Lupe Buenrostro, lbuen@law.stanford.edu

• Criminal Defense: Monique Cadena, mcadena@law.stanford.edu

• Environmental Law: Lynda Johnston, lyndaj@stanford.edu

• Immigrants’ Rights: Brenda Munoz, bmunoz@law.stanford.edu

• International Human Rights: Hayden Rodarte, haydenr@law.stanford.edu

• Juelsgaard Intellectual Property and Innovation: Lynda Johnston, lyndaj@stanford.edu

• Organizations and Transactions: Brenda Munoz, bmunoz@law.stanford.edu

• Religious Liberty: Hayden Rodarte, haydenr@law.stanford.edu

• Supreme Court Litigation: Joanne Newman, jnewman@law.stanford.edu

• Youth and Education Law: Joanne Newman, jnewman@law.stanford.edu

California Bar Registration 

All MLC students must be certified by the California State Bar as a condition of enrollment in 
their clinic. (See MLC Policies, Appendix C.) Clinic staff will work with you on certification 
paperwork on the first day of the quarter. As a predicate matter, however, students must first be 
registered with the State Bar. You need only register once; if you’ve registered in the past, no 
need to do so again. There is a $108 registration fee. You must pay this fee but it will be 
reimbursed to you. Please be in touch with your clinic’s legal assistant for details. 

Thanks for your help with these administrative items.  Please let me know if you have questions. 
I look forward to meeting you all soon! 
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